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“
Ths way to id.epfify the American Ambassador ot a
~lematic reception, in Moscow is apparently not by the
¢ of his jib but by the redness of his cyes. Ard if our

Pollnted Bmbassy L
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vernment 2dopts thé suggestion of ‘The New Yorx
mes (zditorial, February 28), for a “retaliatory micro- .
we bombardment,” ‘the sime test will soon do for the

1ssian Ambassador in Washington. oo

The 2bsurdities of the “intelligence” business on both
izs of the half-lifted old iron curtain has reached a
int where such an observation is more reality than
z¢. We r=ad that the Kremlin has recently so increase
= “normal” dosage of microwave irradiation of the U.S.
abassy, situated 1% miles from the Kremlin's walls,
at our Ambassador, Walter J. Stoessel, Jr., has been
fering from nausea and bleeding eyes that some doctors

<o e e —— = ¢ &

y could lead to cataracts, Our State Department found

ounds for paying the husband of a former secretary in

it Moscow Embassy to settle a suit he brought charg-
3 that the cancer she died from in 1963 was caused by
I that intrusive Red radiation. o

Meanwhile, Soviet diplomats are saying on the Wash-
ston cocktail circuit that the Russians mean no harm,
; these microwave exercises: they are simply trying to

ake it herder.for the antennas on our Tchaikovsky
reet installation to cavéesdrop on Kremlin bigwigs. The
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om State Department physicizns who felt their prime

that all this was going on seems to have come !

ofassional duty was to the health of our diplomats |

rozd rather than to the spy masters.

There is a serious side to all this hugger-mugger that
»zs- far beyond the garaesmanship between the spy sys-

s of the United States and the Soviet Union. The in-
liigence services of big powers always develop a mo- !

enium and rationale of their own which often have
sthing to do with the national security -they are sup-
»ed to be guarding. The American “intelligence com-
unity” costs about $10 billion a year (a figure that was
ie total federal budgat as recently as 1940). Congress
15 been trying, since Watergate, to put a hand on this
ugz apparatus, and the Executive which opzrates it has
¢2n doing its level (or tilted) best to keep the lid on
ar “secrats.” . ‘ '

\What zre these secrets worth and for whose benefit are
)y - obtained and closely held? The answer that has
ickled out from the laborious attempts by Congress to
:¢ behind the veils is that many of thein are not worth
12 remins of paper they are written on (viz, the feilure
» know what was going on in the Middle East in 1973
forz the latest war broke out, not to mention the seriss
f disastrous bzd guesses and cooked data in Viztnam).
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The truth aboutf-'*tﬁ'é‘"é?isting American intellizencs |
systém is that its sccrets are Xept more from ns, the peo-
ple and their clected Representatives in Congress, than
from any imaginable enemy. No republic not bused on the
knowledge and consent of its people will long survive
that state of affairs. ' ’ ’
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;s to who benefits from the mountains of information, -
18 cvidence is strong that much of it is used simply to.

uttrzss policy decisions the execujive branch has made
1ore or 15ss in the dark. ‘
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